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Letter from the President 

 

Dear Colleagues:  

 

It’s this time of the year again.  I am really excited to welcome you to the 65th Pennsylvania Sociological 

Society’s annual meeting in Edinboro University of Pennsylvania. I am humbled and honored to lead our 

organization this year. PSS is one of the oldest state sociological associations with proud traditions and a 

promising future.  PSS is a great forum for Pennsylvania sociology faculty, students, and researchers to 

meet and share their research accomplishments and ideas about doing and teaching sociology, as well as 

build professional relationships and long-lasting networks and collaborations.    

 

The benefits of being a PSS member are numerous: affordable membership and annual meeting 

registration fees; multiple opportunities to interact and collaborate with prominent and upcoming 

sociologists; publication venues; a fairly small and supportive professional community; opportunities for 

students to meet established professionals and like-minded students. 

 

The theme of this year’s meeting is “SOCIAL CHANGE IN THE 21ST CENTURY AS A CHALLENGE 

TO SOCIOLOGY.” The new millennium witnessed several watershed events and developments: Y2K, 

9/11 and the subsequent War on Terror, the Arab Spring of 2011, the Great Recession of 2007-2009, the 

advent of new technologies and electronic social media, cyberterrorism, water shortages, natural disasters 

and the change in weather patterns due to global warming, the rise of the surveillance society, rising 

inequality and the rearrangement of global power relations, gas fracturing and exploring new sources of 

energy, accelerated globalization, and a plethora of others.  Sociology has tried to respond to and 

conceptualize these challenges, but has also experienced a “culture lag” and somewhat of a “social 

disorganization,” largely catching up with and not so much anticipating 21st century social change.  How 

we respond to those challenges will determine the future of our discipline. 

This year’s annual conference will cover an extensive array of topics under a dozen plenary sessions and 

other presentation formats, including a panel discussion Quo vadis? Sociology at the Crossroads. It will 

also feature one of the premier criminologists and sociologists not only in Pennsylvania but in the 

nation—Dr. Darrell Steffensmeier from Pennsylvania State University, who will deliver an intriguing 

keynote speech entitled “Sociology Meets Neurobiology in the 21st Century: Importance of 

Comparative/International Research.”  I hope you are as excited and eager to explore the multiple 

opportunities for professional networking and sharing ideas and findings as I am at our yearly conference 

in Edinboro this fall.  Welcome to the 65the annual meeting of PSS this October and enjoy your 

participation and stay in our beautiful corner of the Commonwealth. 

Sincerely,  

 

Ivan Chompalov 
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Keynote Speaker  

Dr. Darrell Steffensmeier 
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The keynote speaker for the 65the annual meeting at Edinboro University of 

Pennsylvania is Dr. Darrell Steffensmeier.  For the last 40 years Dr. Steffensmeier 

has been one of the leading sociologists in Pennsylvania.  He received his Ph.D. 

from the University of Iowa in 1972 and was appointed professor at Penn State 

University in 1976.  Dr. Steffensmeier is a nationally and internationally 

recognized authority on crime and deviance and his areas of expertise include:  

criminal careers and life course criminality; demography of crime; white collar and 

corporate crime; organized and professional crime; communities/neighborhoods 

and crime; courts and sentencing; gender studies; social change; qualitative & 

quantitative methods; and crime organizations and networks.  He has published in 

all the major sociology and criminology journals:  American Sociological Review, 

American Journal of Sociology, Social Forces, Criminology, Journal of 

Quantitative Criminology, Social Science Quarterly, and several others.   

 

Dr. Steffensmeier has occupied a number of high profile professional positions 

such as Fellow of the American Society of Criminology (since 1996) and President 

of the International Association for the Study of Organized Crime (1992-94), and 

has received numerous prestigious awards and distinctions.  Two of his books won 

major awards for outstanding scholarship: The Fence: In the Shadow of Two 

Worlds (from the Society for the Study of Social Problems); and Confessions of a 

Dying Thief: Understanding Criminal Careers and Illegal Enterprise (from the 

American Society of Criminology).  He recently received a major three-year grant 

from the National Institute of Justice to study the causes of serious forms of white-

collar corporate financial crime.  His latest book project – Are Women Changing 

the World of Crime – reflects his longstanding interest in trends and patterns of 

female criminal offending.   
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CONFRENCE SCHEDULE 

Venue: Pogue Student Center, except where indicated otherwise. 

Friday, October 23, 2015 

3:00pm – 5:00pm Registration 

5:00pm – 9:00pm Friday Night Social: The Crossroads Diner (intersection of Hwy 6N and 

Hwy 99) 

Saturday, October 24, 2015 

8:00am – 12:00pm Registration and Continental Breakfast 

9:00am – 10:15am 

 

SESSION ONE – A, Multipurpose Room A 

Public Sociology 

Session Convener and Moderator: Diane Shinberg, Indiana University of Pennsylvania 

“Better Support and Better Services for Families”: Successful Collaboration between Children’s 

Advocacy Centers and Rape Crisis Centers and Positive Outcomes for the Community” 

Dana Hysock Witham and Kathryn Bonach, Indiana University of Pennsylvania 

“Prayer and Action: How Mothers of Color Respond to Community Violence” 

Tyrone Porter, Jr., Indiana University of Pennsylvania 

“Promoting Community Resilience to Changing Public Health Risks” 

Valerie Gunter, Indiana University of Pennsylvania 

“Engaging students through service learning: Hunger awareness and Seedling Distribution 

Projects” 

Melissa Swauger, Indiana University of Pennsylvania  

 

SESSION ONE – B, Multipurpose Room B 

The New Economy and Problems of Inequality 

Session Convener and Moderator: Patricia Gerhauser, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

“Social Security and Fertility of the Young Adult Population” 
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Bill Murphy, Retired 

“Housing-Related Mobility and Migration in the Marcellus Shale Region of Pennsylvania” 

Annette M. Mackay, Michael D. Irwin, Ph.D., and Lenore Resick, PhD., CRNP, FNP-BC, 

FAANP, FAAN, Duquesne University 

“Psychological and Sociological Considerations Pending Retirement: Planning for What is to 

Come” 

 Anthony W. Zumpetta, Ed.D., Retired 

“The Nursing Timescape and Work-Related Family Spillover” 

Jamie Chapman, Ph.D. Candidate, Westminster College 

 

SESSION ONE – C, Room 143 

Science, Technology, and Social Change 

Session Convener and Moderator: Steven Sullivan, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

“The From-To Relation and Models for the Production of Science and Technology” 

Richard W. Moodey, Gannon University 

“The Pivot to Consructivism in Social Studies of Science: Pros and Cons” 

 

Ivan Chompalov, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania and Lubomir Popov, Bowling Green 

State University 

 

“Deference to Scientific Experts: The Case of Anthropogenic Global Warming” 

 Stephen J. Sullivan, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

 

SESSION ONE – D, Room 303B 

Student Paper Presentation Session-1 

“Is Age Really Just A Number? The Stigmatizing Implications of Age Discrepant Relationships” 

Ashley Niccolai, Indiana University of Pennsylvania; Gabrielle Fontanella, Indiana University of 

Pennsylvania 

“Profitable Race Based Convictions in America” 

 

Julie Small, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 
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“The Political Aid: The Political Strategies Behind Humanitarian Aid to North Korea” 

 

Do Eon (Donna) Lee, University of Pennsylvania 

 

“Purple” 

 

Kate Singer, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

 

“Acknowledging Irreplaceable Whole-body Donors and Their Rising Demand” 

 

Alicia Vavala, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

 

 

10:30am – 11:45am 

 

SESSION TWO – A, Multipurpose Room A  

Sociological Dimensions of Class, Gender, Race, and Sexual Orientation in the New 

Millennium 

Session Convener and Moderator: Patricia Claster, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

“Exploring Why Women Remain Beneath the Veil” 

Tim Madigan, Mansfield University of Pennsylvania 

“Risk-Taking Behaviors and Adolescent Perceptions of Marriage and Parenthood” 

Patricia Claster, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania and Sampson Lee Blair, State University 

of New York at Buffalo 

“Unleashing Manhood In the Cage: Masculinity and Mixed Martial Arts” 

Christian Vaccaro and Melissa Swauger - Indiana University of Pennsylvania 

 

SESSION TWO – B, Multipurpose Room B 

Digital and Media Sociology Panel  

Convener and Moderator: Samuel Claster, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

 

SESSION TWO – C, Room 143 

Ideology and Religion 

Session Convener and Moderator: Richard Sahn, Pennsylvania College of Technology 
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“Whither the Poor Parish Church?” 

Moni McIntyre, Duquesne University 

The “School of the Americas” As an Indication of Plutocratic Quid Pro Quo:  What’s In It for 

Ordinary Americans?” 

Richard Sahn, Pennsylvania College of Technology 

“Dialectical Divergence: Vulture Culture vs. Amish Culture” 

Werner Lange, Retired 

“The Language of Propaganda: Political Discourse, Cultural Ideology & Popular Culture” 

Andrew Owen, Ph.D., Cabrini College 

 

SESSION TWO – D 

Student Paper Presentation Session-2, Room 303B 

“Identity and Immersion in Video Games: A Brief World of Warcraft Case Study” 

 

Austin Anderson, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

 

“Understanding the Recent Cyber Migration in South Korea Through the Lenses of Panopticon 

and Synopticon” 

 

Do Eon (Donna) Lee, University of Pennsylvania 

 

“Teaching Gender: A Patriarchal Pedagogy” 

 

Jordan Kusich, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

 

“Medicaid Expansion as a Measure of Political Responsibility” 

 

Adam Bishop, Bucknell University 

 

“Differential Identification: How the Utilization of Digital Communication Technology  

Affects Our Perception of It and Ourselves 

 

Aidan C. McCracken, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 
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11:45am – 12:30pm 

 

STUDENT POSTER PRESENTATIONS - Van Houten South 

 

“Creating Immersion in Video Games: Meta and Immersive Entities” 

Austin Anderson, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

Class Affects Class: Inequalities in Education 

 

Jordan Kusich, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

“Political Power and the Healthcare Reform” 

Allison Borsheim, Villanova  

“Socioeconomic Situations Single-Mothers Face Raising Daughter(s)” 

Jordyn Parmenter, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

“A Danger is Lurking: A Study on Rape” 

Diana LaPorte, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

“Me, You, and My Wheels": An Analysis of Dating, Identity, Self-Esteem, and Physical 

Disability” 

Jideobi Ezeonu, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

“Inequality and Central Banking: Another Look at the Federal Reserve” 

 

David Scarpelli, Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania 

 

LUNCH  12:30pm – 1:45pm - Van Houten South 

Welcome Address by Michael Hannan, Provost, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

Awards and Elections 

Keynote Speaker – Dr. Darrell Steffensmeier, Penn State 

“Sociology Meets Neurobiology in the 21st Century:  Importance of Comparative/International 

Research.” 
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2:00pm – 2:30pm 

STUDENT POSTER PRESENTATIONS - Van Houten South 

 

2:30pm – 3:30pm  

PLENARY SESSION: Quo vadis? Pennsylvania Sociology at the Crossroads? - Van Houten 

South 

Session Organizer and Convener: Marianne Goodfellow, Lebanon Valley College  

Discussant: Diane S. Shinberg, Ph.D., Indiana University of Pennsylvania 

“Sociology Programs in an Era of Restricted Resources: Struggling to Survive” 

Tim Madigan, Ph.D., Mansfield University of Pennsylvania 

“Sociology Under Attack: Can we Survive?”  

Richard Sahn, Ph.D., Penn College 

“Strengthening the State Level Sociological Associations: Challenges and Promises” 

Marianne Goodfellow, Ph.D., Lebanon Valley College 

 

3:45pm – 5:00pm  

SESSION THREE – A, Multipurpose Room A 

Crime and Violence 

Session Convener and Moderator: Julia Mack, Gannon University 

“Campus Violence Prevention Programming” 

Marianne Goodfellow, Lebanon Valley College 

“Criminology through a Pop Culture Lens” 

Julia Mack, Gannon University 

“Globalization of Terror: Boko Haram in Nigeria as Unintended Consequence of the War on 

Terror” 

Ezekiel Olagoke, Waynesburg University 

“Terrorism” 

 

Cynthia A. Karaffa, Carlow University 
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SESSION THREE – B, Multipurpose Room B 

Social Psychology in the New Millenium 

Session Convener and Moderator: Brooke Shields, Kent State  

“The effects of entitled advertising in person perception” 

Christopher Lehman, Saint Joseph’s University 

“Counter-normative Identities: A challenge to social psychology” 

Brooke L. Long, M.A., Kent State University and Fritz W. Yarrison, M.A., Kent State University 

“Revisiting the Interaction Membrane” 

Christopher Lehman Saint Joseph’s University  

“Games and Gaming: New Avenues for Social Scientific Inquiry in the Digital Humanities” 

Nicholas J. Rowland, Ph.D., Pennsylvania State University 

 

SESSION THREE – C, Room 143 

Teaching Sociology: New Challenges and Old Conundrums   

 

Session Convener and Moderator: Janice Purk, Mansfield University of Pennsylvania 

“Challenges in Sociology Online Courses: Is advanced technology helping to teach students?” 

Janice Purk, Mansfield University of Pennsylvania 

“Is There A Seat at the Table? The Place of Social and Cultural Education in our Nursing 

Curriculums” 

  

Michael W. Young, Ph. D., Chatham University 

 

“Getting with the Times: Developing and Teaching Online Classes” 

Gregory C. Rocheleau, Ph.D., Youngstown State University 

“Building Castles in the Air: Critical Digital Pedagogy and the Pursuit of Praxis” 

Stephen R. Barnard, St. Lawrence University 
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SESSION THREE – D, Room 303B 

Potpourri: The Multiplicity of Change 

Session Convener and Moderator: Irene Fiala, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

“Homebirth, Monopoly and the Nonaggression Principle” 

Kimberly Johnson, Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania 

“Canines as Cuisine:  Dogs in China” 

Irene Fiala, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

"Social Inequality and School Counseling: A case study approach using sociological theory to 

examine academic and mental health gaps in education."  

Alicia Carson, Shippensburg University 

 

5:30pm – 6:30pm 

PSS BUSINESS MEETING, Room 143 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ABSTRACTS 

(In Alphabetical Order by Last Name) 

 

 

Austin Anderson, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

 

“Identity and Immersion in Video Games: A Brief World of Warcraft Case Study” 

 

Video games as art is a concept which is beginning to enter the mainstream. Video games have 

borrowed many strategies from movies and other forms of art to create immersive experiences. 

However, many of these strategies may be implemented haphazardly, creating negative or less 

coherent experiences for the player. This brief case study will examine the wildly popular 

Massively Multi-Player Online Role Playing-Game World of Warcraft and the mechanics which 

affect the player’s connection to the game world.      

 

Stephen R. Barnard, St. Lawrence University 

 

“Building Castles in the Air: Critical Digital Pedagogy and the Pursuit of Praxis” 

 

There is no one-size-fits-all strategy for teaching with technology, and the decisions about what 

the right tools are depends as much on the job as it does the laborers. Too often, decisions to use 

a tool begs the question of what pedagogical functions they need to serve. While the challenges 

posed by the pursuit of praxis-oriented pedagogies may vary greatly depending on educational 

content and context, we are all affected by the growing mediatization of daily life. The 

vocational promise of critical digital pedagogy is evident, but how will it be realized? In other 

words, how do we tone down the hype and get to work realizing the praxis of digital pedagogy? 

This paper fleshes out the potential promises and pitfalls of digital pedagogy and calls for greater 

experimentation with—and commitment to—pedagogical approaches that emphasize teaching 

with and about technology.   

 

Stephanie M. Beveridge, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

 

“Perpetual Poverty: A Study in the Stratification of Special Education Based Upon Economic 

Inequality” 

 

Special education has become a crucial staple in the role of public education. These programs 

allow children with disabilities to compete with their peers in terms of academics by being 

offered an alternative form of education. For those with more severe disabilities, special 

education programs offer these students with vocational job training and basic life skills in order 

to sustain on their own. However, research has shown that children from lower economic classes 

are less likely to be placed; when placed, the quality of the special education program does not 

always compare to that of traditional education. This serves as an immense problem. Without 

proper education, children with disabilities in the lower classes have little chance to any upward 

mobilization. This perpetuates the stigma and performance of people with disabilities being 

considered underclass citizens.  Multiple studies have also shown that the amount of funding a 

school or educational program receives positively correlates to the success of students in public 

educational institutions, which in turn relates to future outcomes of personal and professional 
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success. With this being the case, funding to special education programs and institutions must 

also reflect a positive correlation within these studies. Based on this research, special education 

reform is necessary in order for all included in these programs to be eligible for equal life 

chances. The purpose of this study, based off of secondary data analysis of available data on 

special education and poverty statistics provided by the Annual Disability Statistics 

Compendium, was to examine if children in special education programs are more likely to 

overcome, retain, or diminish their social class standing based on the quality of their special 

education program, corresponding to their economic class. 

 

Adam Bishop, Bucknell University 

 

“Medicaid Expansion as a Measure of Political Responsibility” 

 

This paper examines how an impacted population places responsibility for a government 

program, or more precisely, how an impactful piece of legislation is understood by those it 

affects, and in turn, how that affected population then divides for either the benefits or detriments 

of the policy. The expansion of Medicaid in Pennsylvania is a prime example of a time when a 

minority population–the poor in this case–is put in the position to judge the accountability of 

politicians for the policy decisions that impact their constituents. 

 

Alicia Carson, Shippensburg University of Pennsylvania 

 

"Social Inequality and School Counseling: A case study approach using sociological theory to 

examine academic and mental health gaps in education."  

 

Social inequality is an issue that is present in our society today, especially in education. In order 

for schools to provide students with equal opportunities, steps must be taken to decrease the gaps 

seen among various levels of social class. Gonzalez (2015) states that "schools are multifaceted 

organizations that don't conform to a one-size-fits all model" (p. 57). There are many ways that 

schools can work towards equalizing opportunities; simply recognizing the need for equalization 

is the first step to dealing with the discrepancies among student achievement. It is imperative to 

find out how inequality is made, in order to gain a better understanding of how it can be 

reversed. When it comes to addressing inequalities in schools, it is the responsibility of the 

school district, the community, educators, parents and students alike. In order to redefine 

inequality, action must be taken by all parties involved. Social inequality is an issue that will 

persist unless people as a whole take a stand against the barriers it creates.  This paper uses a 

case study approach to analyze this significant issue. 

 

Jamie Chapman, Westminster College 

  

“The Nursing Timescape and Work-Family Spillover” 

 

The fast-paced work environment of nursing is one that includes exposure to life’s most intimate 

details, such as bodily fluids, the death and dying process, as well as the complexities of 

individuals and their families. Nurses, as carework professionals are required to provide vast 

amounts of emotional labor in this time-sensitive, structurally diverse work environment. The 

nurse’s perceptions of time demands, as well as the experiences of work-family spillover, are 

dimensions of the nursing timescape. Timescape refers to how nurses experience time and is 
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related to the exchange value of their time. Unfortunately, the timescape experiences of nurses 

often lead to feelings of compassion fatigue and burnout. This qualitative analysis of the 

relationship between the nursing timescape and work-family spillover builds on Adams’ (1998, 

2000) work on cultural timescapes, as well as Lowson and Arber’s (2013) work on the timescape 

experiences of night shift nurses. Using data from 69 audio diary entries and follow-up 

interviews, this article proposes that nurses experience work-family spillover within the context 

of two related timescape dimensions– those involving the structural demands of the workplace 

and those involving the emotional demands and experiences of the workplace. The work-family 

spillover experienced by nurses can therefore be conceptualized in terms of both structural 

timescape spillover and emotional timescape spillover.   

 

Ivan Chompalov, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania and Lubomir Popov, Bowling Green 

State University 

 

“The Pivot to Constructivism in Social Studies of Science: Pros and Cons” 

 

Knowledge about and reflection on the epistemological developments in sociology of science is 

an important step towards a critical analysis of the discipline, its present, and its future.  The 

assessment of theoretical and empirical trends within the discipline has a number of beneficial 

consequences.  Thus, spurring a discussion about the relative merits of new trends might 

contribute to the clarification of the epistemological positions, the methodologies used, and the 

communicativeness of the arguments that are made. We believe that it is important to 

periodically initiate discussions on the paradigmatic developments in a particular field of study. 

Such discussions will increase methodological awareness and reflection and will further the 

methodological expertise of the scholarly community.  Recently, a salient turn from positivist to 

constructivist approaches has come to dominate the field of sociology of science.  We have 

contextualized the development of social constructivism in sociology of science through a brief 

historicist foray. This approach allows us to inform the reader about the advent of social 

constructivism in this domain and to present in a nutshell its claims of contributions, as well as to 

mention the criticisms levied against it. We have extended our contextualization even further by 

relating these new developments to the history of humanistic paradigms and the study of cultural 

phenomena like the world of ideas, knowledge, and science. Our intent has been to provide a 

platform for evaluating these developments and to create a system of reference points for 

orientation in the realm of sociology of science thought. We hope that this paper will contribute 

to the emergent discussion on constructivism in general, on constructivism in sociology of 

science, as well as on the positioning of constructivist agendas across disciplines. We believe 

that the present discussion will increase the methodological awareness of practicing scholars and 

will make them reflect on their own methodological affiliations, preferences, and biases. It is our 

deep conviction that in such a way we can contribute to the advancement of an epistemologically 

sophisticated scholarly community that navigates with ease the murky waters of methodological 

decision-making.  
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Patricia Claster, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania and Sampson Lee Blair, State University 

of New York at Buffalo 

 

“Risk-Taking Behaviors and Adolescent Perceptions of Marriage and Parenthood” 

 

Previous studies have demonstrated that adolescents’ expectations about marriage and family 

roles are quite important, as these are strongly linked to eventual marital transitions and family 

behaviors in their adult years.  This study seeks to extend our understanding of the 

developmental processes associated with adolescents’ attitudes concerning marriage and marital 

roles by examining the combination of familial and individual characteristics of teens, including 

risk-taking behaviors.  Using data from the Monitoring the Future Project, a nationally 

representative sample of 2,113 high school seniors are included in the analyses.  Both boys’ and 

girls’ expectations of eventual marriage are higher when they have two parents at home.  Higher 

levels of school performance, however, are associated with lower marital expectations. 

Respondents’ perceptions of their effectiveness as future spouses were shown to be a salient 

predictor of both marriage and parenthood expectations.  Interestingly, being more socially 

active and engaging in substance use appear to be associated with higher expectations of 

marriage and parenthood, and particularly so for teenage girls.  Overall, the findings support the 

central contention of ecological theory (i.e., that the larger social contexts of adolescents must be 

considered as a whole).  The implications of the findings are discussed, as well as the changing 

nature of gender differences in adolescents’ perceptions of marriage and family life. 

 

Samuel Claster, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania; Jim Wertz, Edinboro University of 

Pennsylvania; Stephen Barnard, St. Lawrence University 

  

“Panel:  21st Century Transformations of Journalism and Challenges to Democracy” 

 

For decades now, Sociologists and Media Scholars have documented a variety of institutional 

and cultural changes surrounding the theory and practice of news making that have culminated in 

what can be described as a post-journalism era.  Antagonisms at the heart of the relationship 

between corporate colonization of “mass” media systems and the proliferation of de-

centralized communication technium require scholars and practitioners to re-visit 

traditional academic debates in light of this mediatized late-modern context.  As such, notions of 

objectivity, dissemination, and the social implications of journalistic praxis will be explored from 

a critical perspective in order to assess and illuminate democratic potentials within the 21st 

century landscape.  Specific attention will be paid to transformations in televised news 

programming, the uses of twitter in journalistic fields and the complexity of post-

organizational networks for practicing journalists. 

 

Irene Fiala, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

  

“Canines as Cuisine: Dogs in China”  

  

As an animal advocate and as an avid international traveler with a sociological imagination, 

seeing the world through two different lenses can be both an enlightening experience as well as 

dispiriting.   A recent trip to Asia pitted the historical and cultural significance of China against 

concerns for animal rights.  Traveling through an area of China where “dog” is consumed as a 

meat product, the desire to take a cultural relativist perspective was challenged by a larger desire 
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to advocate for the compassionate treatment of all living beings.  This paper will examine the 

relationships between canines and humans, the domestication of the dog, cultural food patterns in 

China, and when a dog is socially defined as being appropriate as a food source in contrast to 

when canines are defined as companion animals.   

 

Marianne Goodfellow, Lebanon Valley College   

 

“Campus Violence Prevention Programming” 

 

Campus communities are increasingly being held accountable for reducing/addressing incidents 

of power-based personal violence including sexual assault, interpersonal violence, stalking and 

various forms of bullying. A review of primary prevention programming by the CDC shows that 

effective programs must be sustained over time, comprehensive, address bystander intervention, 

and address all aspects of a social-ecological spectrum, including individuals, relationships, 

organizations, and the community. A number of strategies and findings related to creating 

violence free campus communities are discussed.  

 

Valerie Gunter, Indiana University of Pennsylvania 

 

“Promoting Community Resilience to Changing Public Health Risks” 

 

Climate change and other environmental perturbations can alter the distribution of insect disease 

vectors, creating new risks and increasing extant ones. Lyme disease is used as a starting point to 

assess the extent to which communities already have effective networks for disseminating 

information on exposure risks. A conceptual framework is proposed for identifying a range of 

occupational and recreational networks through which information about Lyme disease might be 

disseminated to local residents. In particular, there is a need to assess: 1) the amount of 

information institutional actors like energy extraction companies and hunter organizations 

disseminate about Lyme disease; 2) the quality of that information (how accurately and 

thoroughly it reports current scientific understandings of exposure risk); 3) the amount of 

“slippage” between the messages disseminated by organizational actors and the message 

received by their target audience (e.g., employees, hunters); 4) the extent to which the recipients 

of these messages, in turn, disseminate this information to other members of the community 

(e.g., family members, neighbors); 5) the quality of the information so disseminated; and 6)  the 

extent to which various community actors remember, and act upon, this information.   

 

Kimberly Johnson, Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania 

 

“Homebirth, Monopoly and the Nonaggression Principle” 

 

This article examines the study of women’s rights in regards to the birthing process, and steps 

beyond the traditional arguments of feminism. Specifically discussed is the debate of homebirth 

and midwifery, to include the use of direct-entry midwives, and the philosophical implications of 

autonomy through choice in a free market. The contemporary medical environment is analyzed 

in light of a heated an often unpublicized debate: should women be allowed to birth at home with 

the type of professional support they choose, or should the state choose for them? This article 

argues for the rights of women by the principles of nonaggression and voluntarism, which is 

incompatible with the state’s denial of homebirth, and is consequently backed by empirical 
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studies that have established a record of high safety and low medical complication rates for 

homebirth over hospital birth. 

 

Cynthia A. Karaffa, Carlow University 

 

“Terrorism” 

 

Purpose - This paper explores the expansion of reality regarding the issue of terrorism. “There 

are those who argue that there is an empirically verifiable truth as to what constitutes the 

political” (Easton, 1968, p. 46), while others maintain any definition is a contingent social 

construction, with the disciple of politics dependent upon the nature of the political arena, itself 

dependent upon socially constructed and historically variable forces. Definitions of “political” 

are not discoverable in nature, but are rather a legacy or convention (Wolin, 1961, p. 5).  

Design - Regarding terrorism as an objective reality and subjective interpretation, this paper 

reviews the definition, history, and perceptions of terrorism as it relates to the theoretical 

interpretations of constructivism (the meaning-making activity of the individual mind and unique 

experiences) and social constructionism (social interpretations of understanding). 

Findings – The need to comprehend the notion of ontological relativity--that each person has a 

unique history from which to make sense of and create an individual reality that is valid to the 

self, while at the same time knowing that culture has an enormous influence on an individual’s 

worldview. 

Originality/value –Thoughts, ideas, perceptions, and interpretations are important for all nations   

and especially in the United States because voters in history’s most influential, wide- ranging, 

hegemonic power are helping to shape American policy. Perceptions and interpretations 

(subjective reality) influence whether or not –and for whom- a person votes, which has long-

lasting and far- reaching political implications. Once a vote is cast, that vote becomes an 

objective reality.  

 

Jordan Kusich, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

 

“Teaching Gender: A Patriarchal Pedagogy” 

 

This paper provides a comprehensive look into the institutionalization of gender norms in the 

education system. Although the focus here is predominantly on elementary-aged children, it is 

recognized that traditional gender norms and stereotypes are also learned and reinforced at all 

grade levels and in all age groups. The primary factors that influence children’s perception and 

practice of gender within an educational setting are teacher-student interaction, activities children 

participate in, their peer interactions, and classroom organization. The foremost issue, teacher-

student interaction, holds a significant influence over most other factors, as teachers have a large 

portion of control over the organization of the classroom and the interactions that take place 

within it. Not only are students subjected to a stark division in gender by the level of saliency 

within the classroom, but they are also exposed to traditional values of male dominance and 

female submission. In order to change the way gender is learned within schools, it must start 

with the way it is taught – teachers must become aware of their own biases and work to separate 

them from the classroom. 
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Werner Lange, Retired 

 

“Dialectical Divergence: Vulture Culture vs. Amish Culture” 

 

The Amish, an absolutely unique minority group within the broad American ethnic mosaic, are 

embroiled, albeit passively, in an existential conflict with their antithesis, America’s capitalist 

vulture culture and its worship of militarism; practice of parasitism; and contempt for Christian 

socialism.   As the negation community it is, the traditional Amish way of life not only sharply 

deviates from dominant American culture, it presents a challenging utopian socialist and agrarian 

spiritual alternative, one which is increasingly distorted, ridiculed, undermined and targeted for 

destruction by America’s ruling class.  Whether stemming from vile pornographers; irreverent 

media moguls; unscrupulous publishers; exploitative companies; parasitic tourist agencies; 

contemptuous comedians; right-wing evangelicals; or repressive federal authorities using witch 

hunts and decapitation tactics, the current attack upon the Amish is unprecedented in scope and 

severity.  Unless these virulently anti-Amish forces are contained and overcome by an America 

transformed, the demise and disappearance of the traditional Amish culture in the 21st century is 

almost certain.   

 

Do Eon (Donna) Lee, University of Pennsylvania 

 

“The Political Aid: The Political Strategies Behind Humanitarian Aid to North Korea” 

 

This paper examines the political strategies of South Korea, America, and China behind their 

humanitarian aid to North Korea. It is informed by official data drawn from the Korean 

government, US reports, and newspapers. North Korea’s closed economy made it impossible to 

maintain its nutritional and medical system without help from outside. However, from the outset, 

North Korea has been highly influenced by the political stances of other countries. Therefore, the 

countries sending humanitarian aid to North Korea are not governed only by the principles of 

humanity, neutrality, impartiality and independence but more by different political motives.  This 

study urges South Korea uses the aid as a mean to establish and promote political identities of 

each party and to satisfy political interests of Koreans. America uses aid as a means to threaten 

North Korea and thus attempts to preserve its position as the policeman of the world. In contrast, 

China tries to keep its influence on North Korea by sending significant amount of aid and thus 

attempts to mitigate American political power. These complex political intentions are putting 

North Korea into a more vulnerable situation, which provokes North Korea use more radical 

actions. Showing warm hearts through nonpolitical humanitarian aid to the country may make 

them less intimated by the foreign countries and might lead to a peaceful unification of the two 

Koreas one day. 

 

Do Eon (Donna) Lee, University of Pennsylvania 

 

“Understanding the Recent Cyber Migration in South Korea Through the Lenses of Panopticon 

and Synopticon” 

 

This paper examines the political strategies of South Korea, America, and China behind their 

humanitarian aid to North Korea. It is informed by official data drawn from the Korean 

government, US reports, and newspapers. North Korea’s closed economy made it impossible to 

maintain its nutritional and medical system without help from outside. However, from the outset, 
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North Korea has been highly influenced by the political stances of other countries. Therefore, the 

countries sending humanitarian aid to North Korea are not governed only by the principles of 

humanity, neutrality, impartiality and independence but more by different political motives. This 

study urges South Korea uses the aid as a mean to establish and promote political identities of 

each party and to satisfy political interests of Koreans. America uses aid as a means to threaten 

North Korea and thus attempts to preserve its position as the policeman of the world. In contrast, 

China tries to keep its influence on North Korea by sending significant amount of aid and thus 

attempts to mitigate American political power. These complex political intentions are putting 

North Korea into a more vulnerable situation, which provokes North Korea use more radical 

actions. Showing warm hearts through nonpolitical humanitarian aid to the country may make 

them less intimated by the foreign countries and might lead to a peaceful unification of the two 

Koreas one day. 

 

Christopher Lehman, Saint Joseph’s University 

 

“The Effects of Entitled Advertising in Person Perception 

 

Entitled individuals have been shown to behave differently than the average person. These 

personality differences most likely cause entitled individuals to interact with, and perceive other 

people differently than the average person would. Entitled individuals believe they deserve more 

than other people (Campbell et al., 2004). This sense of deserving more, their self-reported low 

scores on Agreeableness (Pryor et al 2008), and their prejudicial attitudes (Anastasio & Rose, 

2014) all point to entitled individuals viewing others in a negative light.  Perception of others has 

been found to be altered by both conscious (Srull & Wyer, 1979), and subliminal primes (Bargh 

& Pietromonico, 1982). Thus it is clear that person perception can be altered by entitlement 

along with primed cues presented, subliminally or consciously, either presented in a controlled 

lab setting or naturally in advertisements. Participants will be exposed to three varying levels of 

entitled advertising (entitled advertising, nonentitled advertising, or abstract art) and then asked 

to give their perception on another person based on information gained from our two truths and a 

lie exercise and asked to complete the Narcissistic Personality Inventory and the Big Five 

Personality Inventory.  

 

Christopher Lehman, Saint Joseph’s University  

  

“Revisiting the Interaction Membrane” 

 

Through previous research conducted by the Penn State Altoona Undergraduate Research Lab, 

we discovered individuals that routinely talk about religion and non-religion in a group setting. 9 

interviews were collected with a small subgroup of individuals who engaged regularly in such 

discussions. In a review of the literature we found Erving Goffman’s Interaction Membrane 

explained how these interactions are possible. One of Goffman’s conceptualizations of the 

membrane was metaphorical and therefore does not have a designated time or place making 

observational research impractical which is why we used interview data to understand the 

interaction membranes role in discussion of religion and non-religion. We interviewed nine 

participants about their experiences discussing religion and non-religion in a group setting. After 

analysis of the interviews we found common themes that give us some insight into the structure 

of the interaction membrane and the environments in which these interactions occur. 
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Brooke L. Long, Kent State University and Fritz W. Yarrison, Kent State University 

  

“Counter-Normative Identities: A Challenge to Social Psychology” 

 

Despite a breadth of research on a variety of roles and identities, social psychologists, and 

identity theory in particular, have been preoccupied with normative aspects of everyday life. For 

example, identity theory has examined multiple components and processes of roles like spouse, 

worker, parent, friend, and religious identification, but several shifts have been occurring 

simultaneously in our society: the proportion of childfree women has risen to 20% in the last 

decade, by 2008 1 in 5 adults were nonreligious, and traditional marriage has been on the decline 

since the 1950’s. While these shifts propose a challenge to sociology, they open the opportunity 

to explore the rise of counter-normative identities. This work presents an overview of several 

recent developments in the empirical examination of three counter-normative identities: non-

religious, childless, and single individuals. These developments have provided insight into the 

identity process for these types of identities and require future research to re-evaluate the 

approach to the study of identities.  

 

Julia Mack, Gannon University 

 

“Criminology through a Pop Culture Lens”  

 

Criminology is course required for most Criminal Justice undergraduate students.  While 

students spend much of their time learning about the constructs and concepts of various 

criminological theories, very rarely do students get the opportunity to apply their knowledge 

utilizing media they encounter on a daily basis.  In order to better comprehend and display their 

understanding of criminological constructs, it is imperative for students to engage in the process 

of theoretical application.   This presentation will outline how we as educators can utilize pop 

culture and real-life criminal cases, through the help of multimedia presentations and guest 

speakers, to test students understanding of criminological theories.  Specifically, this presentation 

will discuss the process, assignments and evaluations of numerous sections of an undergraduate 

Criminological Theory course.  There will be an overview of how each chapter and exam utilizes 

music videos, television shows, and guest speakers to evaluate student knowledge.  In doing so, I 

hope to provide some insight to instructors as to how courses such as Criminological Theory can 

be taught in an interactive nature.   

 

Annette M. Mackay, Michael D. Irwin, and Lenore Resick, Duquesne University 

 

“Housing-Related Mobility and Migration in the Marcellus Shale Region of Pennsylvania” 

 

Since 2008, hydraulic fracturing of natural gas, or “fracking,” has brought economic and 

environmental changes to communities in the Marcellus shale region of Pennsylvania. Some 

rural counties experience sudden population growth and upward demand for economic and 

public services, whereas urban areas face challenges to zoning and land use as drillers move 

equipment and personnel into densely populated locations. Changes occurring in these 

communities are evidence of social disruption arising from in-migration. Dimensions of social 

disruption have implications for population mobility, however the nature of mobility, 

community, and place attachment provide explanations for why people may stay in place. Recent 

research focusing on county-level analyses of population movement mask the impact of fracking 
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at the municipal level, where social disruption in boroughs and townships has a more direct 

influence on population movement. We examine social disruption from in-migration into 

communities in the Marcellus region and its attendant effects on housing security as a primary 

motive for mobility and out-migration. Using migration, population, and housing data from the 

American Community Survey, and gas production data from the Pennsylvania Department of 

Environmental Protection, we analyze migration patterns in relation to fracking activity and 

housing characteristics. Observations from key informants in highly mobile municipalities 

contextualize the empirical data with perceptions of social change associated with fracking. 

Recommendations for housing policy will advise and prepare communities to adapt to current 

and future conditions inherent in the energy extraction industry.  

 

Tim Madigan, Mansfield University of Pennsylvania 

“Exploring Why Women Remain Beneath the Veil” 

This research is an exploratory study of why some women from Africa use a veil to cover their 

head, neck, hair and top of shoulders.  The main explanations centered on key social forces such 

as family, friends, religion and society.  The importance of modern western values such as 

equality, individual rights, and feminism were also measured in the study.  A questionnaire with 

open-ended questions was employed to collect data.  The results suggest that a religious world 

view based on the Koran permeates the thinking and action of the research subject.   

 

Aidan C. McCracken, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

 

“Differential Identification: How the Utilization of Digital Communication Technology Affects 

Our Perception of It and Ourselves” 

 

Characterized by an interconnected network of decentralized information nodes sending, 

receiving, and altering their own content – virtual communities and internet communication 

abides by an entirely different dynamic than that of our copresent (or as it will come to be termed 

“corporeal”) reality. In expanding upon this point, this essay will commence with a discussion of 

the rhizomic and arborescent models of information diffusal advanced by the French critical 

theorists Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari and the effect this paradigm has had on the 

formulation of contemporary conceptions of the relationship between and the distinctness of 

digital and corporeal social interactions namely according to either the “Digital 

Dualism” or “Augmented Reality” theses. The acceptance of one of these two epistemologies 

seems to evolve from the different ways in which people come to utilize internet communication 

technologies (ICTs). Differentiated utilization of such technologies can largely be explained 

through accounting for sociodemographic variables such as age, sex, race, education and income. 

Finally, a theoretical model is advanced which seeks to account for the ways in which the 

differential utilization of ICTs effects both online and offline relationships and subsequently 

comes to perpetuate a greater identification with one’s corporeal (face-to-face, physically 

situated) social network or their acquired digital relationships. 
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Moni McIntyre, Duquesne University 

 

“Whither the Poor Parish Church?” 

 

The 21st century has witnessed a steady decline in mainline denominations.  What has been the 

effect on the people in the pews, especially the poor elderly who have been faithful all their lives 

to their particular parish church?  Declining attendance has meant declining incomes.  This has 

led to neglect of buildings and needed costly repairs.  The people who need and want the services 

of their local congregations are often least able to afford them.  The churches themselves are 

often unable to employ full time pastors.  Closing or combining congregations has not solved the 

problem.  Transferring to “mega churches” has not provided the kind of church homes that many 

elders seek and have sought all their lives.  Survival, it is said, depends on attracting young 

people, and they, like their grandparents and great grandparents who are raising them have little 

time or money to devote to a faith life they neither want nor understand.  Changing times have 

fostered strained relationships between parishes and their regional headquarters, since the lack of 

funds means that neither the local churches nor the regional offices can support themselves in the 

face of so many needs.  Churches need to be about outreach, yet they can barely take care of 

their own aging members even with bi-vocational clergy leadership.  Social changes in the 21st 

century have created a landscape that portends a very uncertain future.  What, if any effect, will 

the continued decline of local worship sites have on the already stressed elderly who search for 

meaning in their home churches that are continually unable to provide for them?  This paper 

explores some of these questions especially as they play out in the Episcopal Diocese of 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

 

Richard W. Moodey, Gannon University 

 

“The From-To Relation and Models for the Production of Science and Technology” 

 

Among the models for the creation of scientific and technological products is Sorokin's (1941) 

three-stage model and Vanderburg's (2005) two models, one of three-phases and another of five-

phases. I analyze all three in the light of Polanyi's (1958; 1966) argument that all acts of knowing 

and doing have a from-to structure. There are two distinct movement metaphors involved. One 

evokes a spatial image of movement from a nearby place to a distant place, and the other evokes 

a temporal image of moving from the past to the present, and possibly also from the 

present to the future. In all three models, there is the temporal movement from earlier to later 

stages or phases. Within each stage or phase, however, there are from-to movements that evoke 

spatial imagery. I propose a new model that integrates features from Sorokin's and Vanderburg's 

models. It has three distinct strands in which changes take place: (1) changes in the dispositions 

of the persons involved in the production and distribution, (2) changes in the relationships among 

the people in the production-distribution-consumption network, and (3) changes in the products.  

 

William F. Murphy, Retired 

  

“Social Security and Fertility of the Young Adult Population” 

 

Old-Age and Survivors and supporting trust fund constitute the basis of support for elderly 

Americans. The law was passed in August, 1935. Once all earners were paying taxes into the 

Trust Fund, its financial status was secure with many tax payers relative to older recipients. 
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According to SSA’s chief actuary:  “Currently, fund assets are exhausted without reform, 

benefits will necessarily be lowered with no effect. The Social Security Board projects program 

costs to rise by 2035 so that taxes will be enough to pay for only 75 % of scheduled benefits. 

This increase in cost results from population aging, not because we are living longer, but because 

birth rates dropped from three to two children/woman.”[Stephen C. Goss, Social Security 

Bulletin] The Fertility rate for the fifties and sixties had been more than sufficient to provide new 

workers that could support the previous generation. Thereafter a sharp decline in births became 

the basis for that actuarial conclusion. 

Alternative proposals to maintain the trust fund include 1. capping benefits for high earners; 2. 

Counting other sources of income; 3. Increase “homemaker” credits for parents who interrupt 

careers to care for their children; 4. Include more earnings years in benefit calculations; 

5. Adjust COLA lower; and 7. Adjust eligibility ages. Given the importance of fertility and 

support for child-rearing, perhaps we should consider the feasibility of providing social security 

credits for child-rearing activities that conflict with work and cause one to lose income. 

However when we examine the financial circumstances of millennials we can find a specific 

financial issue that delays marriage and family; viz. student loan debt. A recent ASA sponsored 

survey released a report of findings as follows: 

• 29% indicated that they have postponed marriage due to student loans; 

• 43% said that student debt has delayed their decision to start a family. [ASA American 

Student Assistance] Any decline in fertility will create financial issues involving the OAS trust 

fund by shortening the solvency period below 2037. 

 

Ashley Niccolai, Indiana University of Pennsylvania and Gabrielle Fontanella, Indiana 

University of Pennsylvania 

 

“Is Age Really Just A Number? The Stigmatizing Implications of Age Discrepant Relationships” 

 

This study explores the experiences of people involved in age discrepant relationships, where 

one partner is significantly older than the other (Lehmiller and Agnew, 2006). Drawing from the 

tenets of symbolic interactionism, the purpose of this study is to gain insight into the experiences 

of people involved in age discrepant romantic relationships and how they manage the associated 

stigma. Age discrepant romantic relationships challenge normative ideas about romantic 

partnerships, and studying these non-normative relationships provide a unique window from 

which we can observe non-criminal deviance as a social phenomenon. Our research methods 

take a qualitative approach using semi-structured, one-on-one interviews, both in-person and 

online, to collect data. Because people involved in age discrepant romantic relationships are not 

an easily identified population, ours is a convenience sample using the “snowball” technique to 

recruit participants. Our findings reveal ways that people involved in an age discrepant romantic 

relationship are aware of the stigma associated with their relationship and the various strategies 

they employ to manage the stigma.  

 

Ezekiel Olagoke, Waynesburg University 

 

“Globalization of Terror: Boko Haram in Nigeria as Unintended Consequence of the War on 

Terror” 

 

Societies of the world have become more interrelated, interdependent and interconnected in all 

aspects of lives: political, social, economic, and culture.  No country or culture no matter how 
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powerful or powerless is a self-sufficient island.  As Sztompka once observed, “Humanity is no 

longer merely a statistical aggregate, or a philosophical or ideological category, it turns into a 

real sociological entity, a social whole of the highest comprehensiveness, embracing all people 

living on the globe.”  This paper addresses the unintended consequence of the war on terror 

especially in Nigeria with the devastating effects on innocent lives, properties as well as the 

destabilizing effects on other parts of the region of West Africa.  There are three-pronged 

approaches taken in this paper: First, I will submit that the invasion of Iraq in 2003 struck a cord 

with global religion of Islam in ways unprecedented in non-Western societies. The reverberating 

effect was not just in the region of Middle East as pundits and experts have predicted.  Second, 

the creation of Boko Haram fanatic Islamic terror group in 2009 in Nigeria has given us a 

paradox on the idea of globalization as homogenization of culture, or the “Coca-Colization 

phenomenon” or even the idea of a western consumer culture becoming a cultural universal 

navigating the globe.  The ideology/practice of Boko Haram in Nigeria and neighboring 

countries has put new spin on this paradox. Third, there is a saying in Nigeria that when two 

elephants fight, it is the grass that suffers. The unintended consequence of the war on terror is 

evidential more so in the north-eastern part of Nigeria which has been the location of this radical 

Islamic group. This is seen by depopulation, migration, and more militancy, all with global 

import.  It is now known that weapons of war that were unprotected after the overthrow of the 

Iraq dictator and Moamar Ghadaffi in Libya have found their ways into the hands of renegade 

group like Boko Haram, with  lethal consequences locally and globally. Finally, this paper is a 

challenge for sociology of social change to rethink and reconsider the long established 

assumptions on limiting the unit of analysis to a particular nation, particular culture or particular 

society.  It enjoins us to a more macro focus on sociology of globalization or sociology of world 

society as a challenge in the 21st century. 

 

Andrew Owen, Cabrini College 

 

“The Language of Propaganda: Political Discourse, Cultural Ideology & Popular Culture” 

 

Utilizing methodological techniques associated with visual sociology and conversation analysis, 

this paper examines the structure and accomplishment of propaganda discourse in regard to both 

political speech making and avenues of popular culture, including, but not limited to, film, 

music, and video games. Of primary importance is the examination of propaganda as a dynamic 

for the construction of societal consensus, a unified cultural comprehension of necessary action 

and attitude, that, when successfully accomplished succeeds in the creation of a justification for 

the undertaking of an endeavor, perceived as necessary in order to safeguard societal harmony 

from unequivocal threat.  Such a purview entails the analysis of arguments surrounding the 

intrinsic purpose of propaganda, as both a political, as well as an artistic, tool as articulated by a 

number of diverse individuals, including Dubois, Orwell, Stalin, Hitler, etc., with in depth 

examination of such works as, Eisenstein’s, Battleship Potemkin (1925), Veit’s, Jew Suss , 

(1940), and, McLagan’s, The Green Berets (1968).  Finally, the paper reflects on the institution 

of official artistic censorship as a means of obviating the propaganda threat contained within 

subversive elements of popular culture, analyzing the way in which both propaganda usage and 

its attendant censorial action has influenced the development of early twenty-first century social 

ideology.  
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Tyrone Porter, Jr., Indiana University of Pennsylvania 

 

“Prayer and Action: How Mothers of Color Respond to Community Violence” 

 

Community violence has become a major issue in Black and Urban communities across the 

United States. This violence has claimed the lives of many children and youth in these 

communities. According to a study that was conducted by the non-profit organization, The 

Children’s Defense Fund, between 2008-2009 homicide by gun violence was the leading cause 

of death for Black youth ages 15-19. Statistics also report that between the years of 1979 and 

2009 gun deaths of Black children increased by 30%. Residents in the city of Erie, Pennsylvania 

have had first-hand experience with increasing incidences of violence. Over the past year the 

number of homicides have doubled, and the majority of the victims have been young people of 

color. As a result, mothers of color in this community have begun to question their children’s 

safety. Some report being fearful when their children leave the house–and others speak of having 

a bleak outlook on their children’s future. In response these women have developed strategies to 

cope with their violent surroundings. Focusing on one’s spirituality and engaging in community 

activism are the primary ways that mothers in this community have tried to cope. Because of 

historical gender and race discrimination in the United States, activism and spirituality have 

taken on a special meaning for these women. Through 15 interviews I will examine the 

experiences that women have had with using community activism and spirituality as a response 

to community violence. Also this research will highlight the daily experiences that mothers have 

while rearing children in a violent environment. 

 

Janice Purk, Mansfield University of Pennsylvania 

 

“Challenges in Sociology Online Courses: Is Advanced Technology Helping to Teach 

Students?”   

 

Technology has great changed many classroom experiences for students and added online 

possibilities that far exceed the correspondence courses of the past. Each semester faculty are 

presented more options on ways to teach their students online. Students seem to also expect more 

of their online experience. The online course presentation options has changed to include more 

advanced technological presentations each semester. This research looks at the a single provider 

change in course presentations in online setting over three years moving technology from voice 

podcast to video podcast to an advance video presentation with presentation of material and 

video of instructor. There was also the change from written email and post response to video 

email and postings advancing the way that the instructor engages with the student. The analysis 

of the three years of on-line social problems courses found that the more advanced technology 

did not increase students score on assessments nor in class participation (time in the course work 

and work on discussion boards). With the increase technology presentations there was found to 

be a reduction of student email and posted questions on the assignments (with the advanced 

video presentation on every assignment). Students’ teaching evaluation report higher scores on 

quality of course and overall instructor rating with advanced video production and on video 

podcasts.    
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Gregory C. Rocheleau, Youngstown State University 

 

“Getting with the Times: Developing and Teaching Online Classes” 

 

There is a growing trend in academia to reach out to new students by offering classes, or entire 

programs, online. This paper will provide a detailed overview of my experience with online 

instruction of two courses: Race, Gender, Social Class, and Crime; and Crime, Justice, and 

Ethics. In particular, this paper will look at different stages of online teaching, including online 

course development, instruction, and assessment. The challenges, struggles, and opportunities 

that come with restructuring a class previously taught in the classroom to be “online friendly” 

will be a common theme throughout the paper, especially with the development and instruction 

stages of teaching online. In addition, responses from course evaluations will be used to compare 

online and classroom teaching of the courses to examine the extent to which teaching online has 

affected the student experience.  

 

Nicholas J. Rowland, The Pennsylvania State University 

 

“Games and Gaming: New Avenues for Social Scientific Inquiry in the Digital Humanities” 

 

As "gaming" becomes an ostensibly universal characteristic of postmodern societies (think 

"Angry Birds" or "Candy Crush"), so commonplace that it is fit for discussion on the morning 

news networks, we in academia must ask precisely how we should (1) conduct research on the 

social and psychological elements of video game play in the social sciences; (2) how we might 

study the history of games and gaming through the lens of science and technology studies; (3) 

how to cite video games and game-relevant materials in the "digital humanities," and (4) how we 

might use the social sciences and digital humanities to improve the world we live in through or 

with gaming. This interactive presentation speaks to (especially student) scholars interested in 

games and gaming and, crucially, also speaks to matter relevant to faculty asked to oversee 

student research on games and gaming. 

  

Richard Sahn, Pennsylvania College of Technology 

  

“The “School of the Americas” As an Indication of Plutocratic Quid Pro Quo:  What’s In It for 

Ordinary Americans?” 

 

This paper will discuss the purpose of an institution run by the U.S. Army since 1946, originally 

named The school of the Americas.” In 2001 the school was re-named, by an act of Congress for, 

undoubtedly, political and geo-political goals, as “The Western Hemisphere Institution for 

Security Cooperation” (WHINSE).  I will show how WHINSEC supports US multi-national 

corporations by training its students (Latino soldiers) in counterinsurgency warfare.  The quid 

pro quo here, which can only increase because of the Supreme Court “ Citizens United” decision, 

is the financial support to the campaigns of elected congress people and senators for voting in 

favor of using tax payer dollars to keep the school running.  Counter-insurgency involves 

arresting, torturing, and killing union organizers, demonstrators, journalists who protest the low 

wages and working conditions of the employees of American corporations in their countries. But 

another word for counter-insurgency is “death squads.” What are the implications for what’s 

happening in U.S. cities when we hear of unarmed people getting shot and killed by police? 

 



29 
 

Kate Singer, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

 

“Purple” 

 

Today, having epilepsy can be tough in society, and non-epileptic people are unaware of the 

struggles that individuals may face.  In society today, individuals with epilepsy are growing up 

with a sense of private grief.  These individuals are feeling a sense of confusion and frustration in 

society.  People who have epilepsy are bound to face limitations and be stigmatized in society.  

Everyone has the right to their educational rights, working needs, and driving privileges.  

Educational levels with someone with epilepsy will vary.  Many individuals with epilepsy have 

some form of educational background, such as associate, bachelor, master, and doctorate 

degrees.  Driving is an important need in today’s society.  Individuals with epilepsy are unable to 

have this right.  To have a driver’s license and be an epileptic there are various factors that have 

to be taken into account.  Factors that need to be taken into consideration are frequency of 

seizures, time of day, physician’s approval, reoccurrence, state laws, and DMV approval.  The 

state an individual lives in also factors into when an individual is able to receive their license, 

and moving to different states requirements to obtain may vary.  Someone living in Pennsylvania 

and having epilepsy has to go six months seizure free, sometimes exceptions are available. 

Exceptions are usually given to those who have had their license previously.   Individuals today 

have the right to work and need to work to support themselves in society.  People with epilepsy 

face a two percent unemployment rate.   Companies are legally not allowed to hire an individual 

just because they have epilepsy there must be another reason.  It is sad but many people think 

someone who is epileptic is not able to work a full time job or a well-paying job.  Individuals 

with epilepsy or any disability are able to hold down a steady job.   

 

Julie Small, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

  

“Profitable Race Based Convictions in America” 

 

The purpose of this paper is to explore and analyze flaws of the criminal justice system in an 

attempt to uncover the way in which profit can serve as a prime motivator for profiling and 

arresting minority groups. Current research supports the claim that minority groups are more 

likely to be imprisoned than their white counterparts as well as contributes to the prison system 

as an industrial complex. Utilizing statistics about imprisoned minority groups, percentages of 

wrongful convictions, and federal executions about race, this paper demonstrates the ways that 

the profit motive has superseded the application of justice in the American context.   

 

Stephen J. Sullivan, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

 

“Deference to Scientific Experts: The Case of Anthropogenic Global Warming” 

 

It appears to be a principle of common-sense epistemology that laypeople may reasonably defer, 

indeed should defer, to experts or specialists on complex scientific questions.  But there are 

important qualifications to this deference principle.  First, the experts must constitute a 

substantial consensus in the relevant field, and no sharp lines are drawable in this connection.  

Second, expertise itself is a matter of degree, and so challenges to the qualifications of the 

experts must be taken seriously.  For example, scientists no longer doing active research in the 

field will have less standing than those still doing such research, other things being equal.  Third, 
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the consensus will command less respect to the extent that the experts are “interested parties” in 

the resolution of the question at issue:  that is, to the extent that they stand to benefit personally, 

or their ideology (if any) stands to gain in credibility, from the question’s being resolved in one 

way rather than another.  And this too is a matter of degree.  Finally, the deference principle does 

not justify an attitude of certainty toward the claims of the experts.  The main point of this 

presentation is that despite all these qualifications, it is rational for laypeople to defer to 

climatologists who support the current theory of anthropogenic climate change.  I will argue that 

there is a very substantial consensus among climatologists in support of this theory, that the 

consensus includes the most reputable scientific organizations whose members do active 

research in the field, and that there is reason to doubt the expertise and disinterestedness of 

climate-change skeptics.  In the course of my argument I will address some common concerns 

that laypeople have expressed about the appeal to consensus regarding anthropogenic climate 

change.   I will close with some brief remarks about the relevance of social constructivism to the 

climate-change debate.   

 

Melissa Swauger, Indiana University of Pennsylvania  

 

“Engaging students through service learning: Hunger awareness and Seedling Distribution 

Projects” 

 

Fostering community-based learning and service opportunities enables students to engage with 

course material and social justice issues in very real and practical ways. Through service learning 

projects students learn to collaborate with their peers and community partners to problem solve 

and take action. Yet despite the clear benefits, faculty are often reluctant to implement 

community-based service learning projects in their courses.  In this presentation, I share my 

experience coordinating Hunger Awareness Week and Seedling Distribution Service Projects in 

my Sociology of Family course. These projects were implemented in two consecutive years and 

engaged hundreds of students and local families. Specifically, I will discuss how I tied together 

service and the curriculum, developed community partnerships, assessed and graded student 

learning, and managed administrative work.   

 

Alicia Vavala, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

 

“Acknowledging Irreplaceable Whole-body Donors and Their Rising Demand” 

 

The purpose of this research is to broaden the knowledge of the roles of human cadavers in 

multiple fields of study and why they are so essential. It is to give more background information 

of whole-body donation in hopes for a more widespread acknowledgement to summon the: who, 

what, why, where, and how’s of this important matter. Research was collected through studying 

marketing, morals, and trading practices, how and why an individual donates, as well as 

sociodemographics. There is not a sufficient supply of human cadavers or the amount of whole-

body donor registrants. As a result, it places limitations in the fields of study for which they are 

needed. In conclusion, there needs to be different methods of research conducted on how to 

increase donations, along with more publicity of the matter and opportunity. Sociodemographics 

of donors may be a path to choose. 
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Christian Vaccaro and Melissa Swauger, Indiana University of Pennsylvania 

 

“Unleashing Manhood In the Cage: Masculinity and Mixed Martial Arts” 

 

Dr. Christian Vaccaro will review information and insights regarding the publication of our 

upcoming book manuscript. "Unleashing Manhood in the Cage: Masculinity and Mixed Martial 

Arts. Unleashing Manhood in the Cage: Masculinity and Mixed Martial Arts addresses the 

question “Why do mixed martial arts participants endure grueling workouts and suffer through 

injury, with little or no pay, just to compete?” The answer is because the participants enjoy a 

form of idolization from their supporters, each other, and culture more generally, which is linked 

to masculinity. In fact, MMA organizers, from the very beginning, purposefully created elements 

of the sport that are linked to dominant narratives about manhood. In this context, men don thin 

open-fingered gloves, lock themselves in a caged enclosure, and slug it out in a fight with few 

rules to see who comes out on top. This all occurs while “ring girls” in high-heels and skin-tight 

shirts and shorts stride around outside the cage holding signs and peddling t-shirts. The sum of 

these elements is the creation of a type of a publicly accessible and consumable form of 

masculinity. The sport of mixed martial arts is a rich and intriguing space where the construction 

of gender can be explored through a sociological and ethnographic lens.  

 

Dana Hysock Witham and Kathryn Bonach, Indiana University of Pennsylvania 

 

“Better Support and Better Services for Families”: Successful Collaboration between Children’s 

Advocacy Centers and Rape Crisis Centers and Positive Outcomes for the Community” 

 

As a result of the shared mission to assist child victims of sexual abuse and their families, 

collaboration between Children’s Advocacy Centers (CACs) and Rape Crisis Centers (RCCs) is 

important to ensure that child-focused investigations occur and that treatment is provided as part 

of a multi-system response to child maltreatment. The purpose of this mixed-methods study was 

to explore the factors that contribute to and/or hinder successful collaboration between 

Pennsylvania CACs and RCCs. The quantitative portion used the Wilder Collaboration Factors 

Inventory to measure 20 factors associated with influencing collaborative success; the qualitative 

portion used semi-structured phone interviews to identify the specific challenges to and proposed 

recommendations for successful collaboration between Pennsylvania CACs and RCCs. For this 

presentation, particular attention is paid to the positive outcomes for the community when a 

successful collaboration exists between these two service providers. The results of this study 

have the ability to enhance the collaborative response between and improve the overall services 

provided by CACs and RCCs to child sexual abuse victims and their families.  

 

Michael W. Young, Chatham University 

  

“Is There A Seat at the Table?:  The Place of Social and Cultural Education in our Nursing 

Curriculums” 

  

The Pennsylvania state regulations for Nursing curriculum requires that “Selected courses shall 

be included in the humanities and social and behavioral sciences that support the philosophy, 

purposes, educational concepts and terminal objectives of the program.”  But how is that 

accomplished?  And is it seen as a vital part of the curriculum?  It often involves Sociology 

classes, such as the Human Diversity in Health course I have taught. In a survey of over 50 of 
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my students during Spring of this year, more than 70 percent said they felt the class had little to 

very little value in their professional education but over 75% said they had already experienced 

at least one occasion when the topics studied were valuable to their vocation.  While some 

Pennsylvania universities and college do require classes like the one I teach or others such as 

“Violence and the Impact on Society”, many others simply list General Sociology, Intro to 

Sociology or are as non-specific as “electives in the Social Justice Core”.   This is not a universal 

practice, though.  At Ohio State, they require BSN students to take “Cultural Competence in 

Health Care: US and Global Contexts”.  UCLA demands “15 units” (out of a minimum 180), in 

“Foundations of Society and Culture” courses. In Canada, they have separate courses for care of 

the Aboriginal Peoples and produce textbooks exclusively for those classes.  Have we allowed, 

by not insisting on a more focused curriculum, the education in social and cultural issues to 

remain a nearly unwanted guest in our state’s nurses’ training? 

 

Anthony W. Zumpetta, Retired 

 

“Psychological and Sociological Considerations Pending Retirement: Planning for What is to 

Come” 

 

Planning for retirement is something most people give lip service to rather than developing a 

comprehensive retirement plan when they are younger. This presentation will be a “hands 

on…what you should do” presentation on planning retirement beginning with your first day on 

the job. It is academic specific and will include helpful hints of the academician in their first year 

of college teaching or their last. This is NOT a financial planning session where the participants 

will be asked to invest in some 401K or other plan with any specific financial investment 

company. It will include many helpful hints that were learned the hard way by the presenter after 

over 35 years of state service in Pennsylvania in law enforcement, corrections, and academia. If 

you are looking to participate in an informal “chat” that will solicit comments and feedback from 

the participants as well as an organized presentation by the presenter you may wish to place this 

session on your short list. Some of the topics discussed will include making optimum use of 

office space on the job and at home, periodic office clean outs and clean ups, planning and 

managing investments, developing a five year plan for retirement, and post retirement planning. 

Post retirement can be a traumatic and confusing adjustment as the individual passes through 

various stages and changes in benefits, socialization, and professional aspirations.   
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Undergraduate Posters 

(In Alphabetical Order by Last Name) 

 

 

Austin Anderson, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

 

“Creating Immersion in Video Games: Meta and Immersive Entities” 

 

Few sociologists have chosen to study the world of Video Games and virtual environments; 

however, those who have tend to utilize an Observer's perspective. Yet there is a world of 

identity construction which has yet to be explored. Using Lukas Blinka's and Jonathan Steuer's 

theories regarding "Immersion", I explore the ways in which an audience builds and maintains 

virtual identities, or becomes "Immersed" in video games.  

 

Allison Borsheim, Villanova  

 

“Political Power and the Healthcare Reform” 

 

In this analysis, critical theory dictated by Eric Olin Wright and Pierson’s political policy 

feedback are applied to state reactions to the Affordable Care Act and Medicaid expansion from 

pre-ACA to the present, post King v. Burwell decision. Political power is the driving force 

behind the reform, and the avenue of state government is where political power is exerted the 

most. Additionally, because political power exerts itself on social power, or the sentiment of the 

people, this configuration supports an increasingly polarizing policy feedback between state 

actions in regard to Medicaid and how the people feel about the ACA, as shown through the 

people they elect. Medicaid has not expanded in some regions where it is gravely needed, and the 

reason for this lies in policy feedback and the setup of the institution. Data compiled supports 

these assertions clearly, and with data taken from before the affordable care act, mid-2014, and 

the current structure of each state’s healthcare programs, the means and process of expansion can 

be further dissected and explained through the lens of political power. 

 

Jideobi Ezeonu, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

 

"Me, You, and My Wheels": An Analysis of Dating, Identity, Self-Esteem, and Physical 

Disability” 

 

In recent times, there has been an incredible push for equality between different groups in this 

society. The feminist movement is fighting for even ground between genders. Many states are 

passing laws that allow same-sex partners to get married. Barring some exceptions, racial 

tensions have been essentially suppressed.  But there is a social group that is often overlooked: 

the physically disabled. There are many negative beliefs towards the physically disabled 

population, including the fact that they are not capable of fulfilling romantic needs due to their 

ability levels. In this study, eleven participants (N = 11, 4 male and 7 female) were 

interviewed. The condition in this study was that the participants had to have some sort of 

physical disability that caused them to require a wheelchair. The participants were asked general 

questions about themselves, their romantic experiences, and personality traits they would want in 

an ideal partner. Following the conclusion of the interview, participants were then prompted to 
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complete the Rosenberg Self-Esteem Scale (RSES). The survey was composed of ten statements, 

and the participants were asked to check what answer most closely related to how they perceived 

themselves. The study suggested that female participants had lower self-esteem levels than 

males, and women were more likely to believe that their disability played a role in the pursuit, 

maintenance, and outcome of their relationship. 

 

Kristen Hall, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

 

“Learning to Starve in America” 

 

This study looks at the effects of declining nutrition in the food industry on children’s health in 

the United States. This country is facing an epidemic of childhood obesity rates, as well as an 

overall increase in poor nutrition related illnesses in children such as type two diabetes, early 

menstruation, high blood pressure, and cavities. This study utilizes data from the CDC, USDA, 

ERS, FEACHR, and the FDC, among other valid sources. While focusing on data specific to the 

United States, findings indicate that high poverty and low income homes tend to have higher 

rates of malnutrition among children. Children that partake in school lunches rather than bring 

lunch from home also have higher rates of food related problems. Educating children and parents 

on proper nutrition is a great start, but will not solve the overall problem. Providing fresh 

nutritious foods, and making other healthy choices available to students during school hours is 

vital to making a difference in this country.  

 

Jordan Kusich, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

 

“Class Affects Class: Inequalities in Education” 

 

This paper explores the relationship between social class and educational opportunity and 

quality. There is a striking inequality present that disadvantages the lower class in terms of 

educational resources. Using data primarily from the U.S. Department of Education’s National 

Center for Education Statistics, many factors that contributed to educational inequality are 

investigated and analyzed. This population of students, varying in age group from elementary- to 

secondary-level schooling, does not typically have access to highly qualified, specialized 

teachers or personal, individualized learning, and see a higher student-teacher ratio. Additionally, 

schools in high-poverty districts are more likely to implement universal, standardized methods of 

assessment and ability-tracking. All of these factors decrease the opportunity for students to 

receive individual assistance, and actually work to prevent struggling students from seeking help 

to gain valuable, useful knowledge, let alone succeed in school. This struggle is evident in the 

heightened drop-out rates of this population. The major social implication of this inequality is the 

endless cycle it creates: The lower class is constantly recreated through the difficulty students – 

and eventual working adults – face of achieving upward social mobility without the necessary 

tools to succeed. 

 

Diana LaPorte, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

 

“A Danger is Lurking: A Study on Rape” 

 

1 in 5 women in the United States report experiencing a completed rape; it is defined as 

unwanted oral, anal, or vaginal intercourse without consent, including when she is unconscious 
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or too drunk or high to know what is happening or having the ability to control her behavior or 

surroundings. Only a small fraction of these rapes are reported (Paul, Zinzow, McCauley, 

Kilpatrick, and Resnick 2014). I wrote this paper to shed some light on the subject of rape and 

rape culture. In this paper, I have examined different statistics and research articles learn more 

about society’s attitudes towards rape. This paper will go further into the rape myth, attitudes of 

males towards rape and attitudes of females who have been raped, and encouragement for rape 

victims that focus more closely on counseling and reporting. Here is a little preview of the 

information/statistics I found. “Every 107 seconds, another American is sexually assaulted 

(https://rainn.org/statistics).” “There is an average of 293,000 victims (age 12 or older) of sexual 

assault each year (https://rainn.org/statistics).” Approximately, “68% of sexual assaults are not 

reported to the police (https://rainn.org/statistics).” I also thought of a few solutions (of which I 

think are pretty good) to helping people (men especially) more informed of the severity of the 

problem including ways to help women overcome their past and move onto a healthier future. 

We can hold conferences for men that are given by women to inform and tell men the horror 

stories of what women go through when it comes to rape. If we can’t convince men to go to these 

conferences then we can make these conferences mandatory in grade school through sex-

education classes. I feel that thru my research I gained from other scholars and my own solutions 

we can help people to be better informed of this growing problem and hopefully decrease some 

of those horrifying statistics. 

 

Jordyn Parmenter, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

 

“Socioeconomic Situations Single-Mothers Face Raising Daughter(s)” 

 

I will be focusing on single-mothers raising daughters and comparing both mother and child to 

“two-parent” family homes in America. I am mainly focusing on mother-daughter to not only 

make my topic less broad, but I would also like to make note of the positive side of having that 

single-mother-daughter relationship. I am hoping to find more positives of being brought up by a 

single-mother, although studies suggest that the best home life a child can have is by being raised 

in a “two-parent” home. There are obvious reasons, such as money, time spent with the child 

when there are two parents, etc., as to why this is true, but I would like to get deeper than that. 

My poster will contain multiple charts showing statistics of many topics such as education, 

income, substance abuse, etc. On the other hand, I will also be showing that there are 

disadvantages of growing up in a two-parent family home as well. 

 

David Scarpelli, Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania 

 

“Inequality and Central Banking: Another Look at the Federal Reserve” 

 

This poster will address the problem of inequality from another vantage point by exploring the 

practice of central banking. The initial focus will include an examination of topics such as the 

origin of money, a brief history of central banks in the US, and the practice of fractional reserve 

banking. This will lay the groundwork for the needed context to then further examine monetary 

policy and implementation through the Federal Reserve System, and its effects on currency 

valuation, corporate expansion, and ultimately the US public. 

https://rainn.org/statistics)
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Social Justice and Sociology:  Understanding and Action 

Social justice has long been at the core of sociological scholarship including theory building, 

empirical investigation, and action. The 66th Annual PSS conference will offer opportunities to 

explore the multiple dimensions of social justice including international dimensions of power, 

human and civil rights, immigration issues, social policies affecting welfare and education, 

ethnic, race and gender relations, community and global violence, homelessness, and 

environmental injustice—to name a few. 

 

  


